A prince in trouble

Tragedies have a woy of iving o, And few have matehed
those faced By Duleen Singh son of the %an king" of
Puniet, Ranjiz Singh, who war made to sign away his
kangdom ta the Brinish before bz wos 10 years old, in m
¢ffort to make thi serfox indien pringe’ loya! to the
Brinsh court, ke was sparated from fis mother and
famiy, taken eway to Englond, bmught up s @ member
of the English nobikity. Navtej Sarna qrorade lpers
fo ki tor [0 1n his novel, The Exile by Slling in spazes
mat reoonded by fistory: Suman Tarefdsr fstened 1o Aim
as the author explansd wiy he chose thus frage prince
who became o fovourite of Queer, Victoria, loter rurmed
away frort the Britizh Empire. But the prince never could
resrm (o Punfeb either despite Mving on in people't

mentones, ietead dying alone i1 o Parfs hatel.

How easy was It to write a novel on a historieal char-
acter? Whataboue the usual charges of distortion ete
that are levelled?

set cor clear guidelives for myself when 1 starzed Ty
nvaiding any distortion of history. The facts iz the
boak ame all commin knowiedge. | have only added
the htman elemant to these facrs. Wha | have pur is
the sense of logs, regrer. bitrermess, anger — grd evan
these are ot purely out of my mind. There was 1 fair
ameunt of matenzl gvailable — correspondemce,
private letlers, memoirs of Lady Login, under whose
bushand’s chargs Dultep was in England, The mam
cherecters already have enough kmown about them,
but 1t was characters ke Mangls or Amer who have
been amplified.

Why did vou choose Duleep and nas his fatherRanfit
Singhesyour subject?

4 1ot has already been wiriten on Aarin Singh, For my
navel, Twas looking for colowr. Here's 3 characeer wha
15 weak, has fafbles, and s frecrured by evens. Far me
&% 3 ngvelis, that wes far more tempting. My only
COOCEIT WS Nl 10 anger histoeians, | had to decide
how f2r back o go Back in telfing this story Gobg
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back 15 years was needsd, for
without *his the sventy of the
book would not have made
senzz. The challengs was 0
avoid doing it a: historw

You give far more space 1o his
mothet, Jind Kanr?

She iz cloger 0 him, She 15 with
hire for the first decade of his
life, before he is taken away by
the British. Ang, thersiore {n the
movel  too, she i3 more  of
character for that period. She

was szparated from her son for 14 years. Pulsep did

Far lefs & portrat of
Dulesp Smgh; ieft,
Wavte] Sama; Tho
mage on the cover o
the baok was ¢lidker
by Queen Viclora's
husband, Pringe
Albert Both werp
chose to Ihe prince

reach her 11 3s anly after the mutiny that the thiniking
changed, and he was allswed 1o mees her far which
e trvvelled 1o Caleatsa

T e Liast Few years, she instills a senge of lepacy
for all he has los, all e shoadd dnbent &5 part of
private. property, which | nothing o do wir
treaty that e had been made w sign as a shuld when
e was made to give o state propeny It s this
sense of loss that slarts his correspondence for privare
properties, which remained his lifelong striggle.

Whatabout the weaknessand fragility thatare span-
parentinthe ruling chgues of the time?

It is all accepred Bistory, We know of the deceprions
and meachery that took place.

Howlong did you take on research and writing? Did
yourelyonoralhistaryaswell?

About rine years totally, Bur 1 did do two basks o
berween, 1read everprhing thar was ®ere on him, Cral
history was important and ! tried o capture the huge
form of oral meditoes. | had been hearing elementary
stuff fram my childhood.

You have the first personin the vaice of various char-
acters. Was iteasymo getunder somanvsline?

Each book must find its own ramework, This was the
way [ thoughe of doing this bock,



